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Mr. Davy:- There is no power to do it.
The court never has awarded anything for
such damages as thes.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member is only maing a bald state-
ment without any knowledge of the facts.
It does not become him to eive a denial of
this description when h4! knows nothing
shout the matter. His denial can carry no
weight when the records of the department
show to the contrary. I could name tha-
individual if I so desireo.

Mr. Davy: I would like to have a talk
to you about it afterwardsc.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member has failed to mention one of
the most important reasons why the Bill
should be passed.

Mr. Davy: I am not called upon to give
reasons why it should he passed.

The MINISTER FOT, WORKS: He
made no attempt to corn't the argument
in favour of it. I refer to a free puhliz
discussion while these public works are con-
templated. I mentioned the question of the
Fremantle bridge. If a public discussion
were held as to the prob~able sites for the
structure, the matter would be diicussed by
all the local commercial men and those who
were likely to be most intimately affected.
There would be a general discussion over
the whole thing, and when the price was
Axed it would he known ai the price at the
last January. No ono would have the op-
portunity of buying land or putting up
bogus sales or fictitious, leases, or of pro-
dueing evidence of nblizAhions undertaken
to show that these had b, wn entered into, in
an attempt to get money from the State
which would not be warranted. No one
would be able to do that, aud the community
would have the benefit of a free and open
discussion while such works were under re-
view. These points should weigh with mem-
bers when voting upon the Bill. No attempt
has been made to show that the section of
the Commonwealth Act has in an& way
worked a hardship. Considerable areas of
land have been resumed all over Australia,
hut in no case has it been shown that the
section of the ket has meant any hardship
to the land owners. Yt would not be th.
desire of any flovernment or official, when
land is resumed . that an injustice should be
done to the owner, or, oii the other hand,
that the community ghould pay a generous
thing, as the hon. member suggested, for the
land so taken. No one wants to be hard on

the land owner, or to deprive him of the full
value of the property? hut. everyone also
wants to see that the community gets a fair
deal and is not imposed vipon. The neces-
sity for protecting the pnbh'i has been real-
ised for many years. Representations have
been made over a long period to Govern-
ments for an alteration of the Act so that
the points to which 1 have referred can be
cleared up, and that better facilities may be
afforded for negotiation. ]f the Bill be-
comes law, fewer eases will be taken to the
court than go there at pres1ent. There wil
be more cases settled by ntg;otiation. There
will also be freer discut sioja, and a fairer
deal arrived at than the existing law pro-
vides for. I hope the Bill will he passed.

Question pwit and pa~sed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 10.59 ps.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3
p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION-ELECTORAL, COUNCIL
ROLLS.

Plural Voting and Claim Cards.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Have the Electoral Depart-
ment any records that will indicate to what
extent plural voting exists. in connection witht
the Legislative Council electionsl 2, If so,
will he submit a return showing the number
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of electors enrolled, respectively, with-2
votes, 3 votes, 4 votes, 5 votes, 6 votes, 7
votes, 8 vote;, 9 vote;, and 10 votes? 3 .
The percentage of electors to enrolment lim-
ited to one vote? 4, What number of claim
cards were posted by the Electoral Depart-
ment to persons known to be eligible to
enrol for the Legislative Council, preceding
the Legislative Council elections of-(a)
1924, (b) 1926? 5, What number were com-
pleted and returned to the Electoral De-
partment in each year?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
2, 3, No information in this connection has
been kept during the past fourteen years'
4, 1924-24,448 were posted to persons be-
lieved to be eligible. 1926-31,578 were
posted to persons believed to he eligible. 5,
I 924-13,1 99. 1926-i 8,429.

PAPERS--WORKER'S HOME, J. R.
]DAVIS.

HON. G. ]POTTER (West) r8.5:] 1
move--

That the file relating to the purchase1 sale,
and transfer of a worker'Is dwelling-house, held
in the name of John Roy Davis, being piece
or parcel of land Perth lot No- 505, comprised
in and the subject of lease of a worker's dwvel-
ling No. 69/12 (Crown lease 8212/1913), be
laid on the Table of the Hocuse.
I have to offer a few remarks more in ex-
planation than in amplification of the mo-
tin. I have already seen the Chief Secre-
tary on the subject, and I understand that
there is some objection to the file being laid
on the Table, although with his usual cour-
tesy the hon. gentleman has verbally in-
formed me that most likely there would be
no objection to myself or any other member
perusing the file, In view of the circunm-
stances I wish to point out how essential it
is that the file should be laid on the Table.
While a petusal might give ine all necessary
information, I understand that the file con-
tains records. of transactions which arc of
great public importance. Any information
I have obtained regardingT the conitents of
the file has not. in ainy way come through
leakage of confidence. from the office of the
'Workers' Homses Board, but has come from
Mr. Davis, who is primarily interested,
and who feels it is only right that his ex-
perience, and the history of the cae, should
be known to many who are simlilarly -sit-
uated. There are several reasons of greater
or less importance why the file should be laid

on the Table and why the ease should re-
ceive prominence. In the first place I have
the assurance of Mr. Davis that the file con-
tains nothing of a confidential nature that
might injure him or anyone connected with
him. Secondly, Mrx. Davis has no objection
whatever to the file being lad on the Table
and thus becoming almost a public docu-
ment. Thirdly, and most important of all,
there is the fact that the matter is of great
public interest. 1 can only say that I under-
stand the matters to which 1 am about to
refer are contained in the file. There are
always two sides to a question, and no mat-
ter how diligent and careful an informant
may be, he sometimes does not give the cor-
rect perspective. For that reason also it is
necessary that members here, who are en-
trusted with the duty of caring for the
welfare of their constituents, should know
at first hand the true facts of the case. The
preconceived idea of a worker's leasehold
property in connection with that very fine
institution the Workers' Homes Board is
that when a person has entered into a con-
tract with the board for the erection of a
home and has discharged the total amount
of the capital cost of the building, interest
chairges thereon, and cost of renovations anid,
in sunny cases, additions, he can only sell to
the hoard. In fact, the hoard hold an eiuit ,v
in the property, which equity at all times
exceeds and overshadows the interest of the
party who has actually earned and paid the
money for the property. Mr. IDavis has
done all the things I have mentioned. He
has dischiarged the whole of his obliga-
tions to the board. He has repaid the total
capital involved, interest charges, cost of
renovations and any additons, and also cost
of maintenance. Having done those things,
he was issued, &q he- was entitled to receive,
a certificate of purchase. That was all very
well. Up to that time 'Mr. Davis had every
prospect of remaining in Western Austra-
lia; hut, being a Commonwealth public ser-
vant, he -wag liable to be transferred at any
time, possibly for the purpose of ;,-ranting,
himn promotion, 'Ron. memberq will agree
that nothing should be done -which would
in akny,% way interrupt a mnan'q progress. For
instance, if the man was eligible for transfer
to a higher and more important position but
found that lie was going to lose a consider-
able amount of his equity in such a building

-as a result of being transferred, he might
feel impelled for a moment to refuse the
transfer, thus jeopardising his promotion in
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the service, with which, I may add, Mr.
Davis has been associated for a long time.
Rle was warned that it was possible he wolio
be transferred to the Eastern States, and
thereupon he asked the Workers' Homes
Board whether they would purchase his
equity in the house, in respect of which he
had already discharged all liabilities and
held a certificate of purchase. The board,
I understand,' intimated that they were quite
willing to purchase his equity, though not at
the figure which in the opinion of Mr. Davis
represented the true value of the proposition.
He asked that the purchase value should be

-the present value, that is to say the real
~value of the property. Time and again it has
been laid down-indeed, I think it has be-
come an aiom or business law-that the
real value of any property is that which
would be paid by a willing buyer to a willing
seller. Here the position is this: we have,
or bad, a wvilling- seller and an unwilling
buyer. I say the buyer was unwilling, be-
cause tile board wished to fix the price which
they should pay. Any board would be en-
titled to do that, but thle point then arises
that the seller need not accept such a price
unless he eared to do so. As; it was imperative
for Mr. Davis to realise onl his property, he
was greatl -y perturbi-d when he found the
board offering him a figure mnuch lower than
that at which the property was assessed. In
order to ascertain his position, hie sought the
advice of eminent people. A leading IKing's
Counsel advised him in a certain direction.
The advice was to the effect that if he had
a certificate of purchase and had conformed
witli the contract in its entirety, he certainly
had freedomn of sale. Further he was advised
that, having fulfilled all his obligations, hie
was perfectly free to sell thin property and
transfer the ground lease in perpetuity. Fur-
thler, and this is the most important Phbase of
the whole question, in fact the question it-
self, the King's Counsel advised Mr. Davis to
offer the property to the hoard first-whicht
he had already clone-and staled that in the
event of thn hoard ivcfusiniT to pay the
amnount which another willing puirchaser was
prepared to pay, the board would be com-
pelled to agree to a transfer of the ground
leasec, so as to enable Davis to dispose of
his equity in the property. T am
also given to tunderstand that Davis in-
fo.'rned the offlcial., of the Workers' Homes
'Board of the advice he had received from
Kinz's Counsoel. As was natural and right,
the Worker.,' Homes Board ;submitted the

whole question 1o the Crown Law authori-
ties who, having investigated the case, ad-
vised the Workers' Homes Board that they
should accept the ruling of Davis's connsel
and pay to Djavis the proper present-day
value of his property. Here, in effect, was
a test case on a matter of the utmost public
importance. As it was settled in a s4ane and
reasonable way out of court, we should con-
sider that there are many people interested
in similar leasehold properties. I have
stressed the necessity for revising our lease-
hold provisions, and I adopted that iwuae at
the request of many people who have pro-
perties uinder the leasehold system and can-
not see any daylight ahead of them. It is ill
the interests of the general public, espec-
ially of those I refer to, that the parti-
culars of this case should be given the widest
publicity. In the event of any similar in-
stance arising in the future, why should a
working man, because of the lack of the in-
formation regarding this test ease, ha eon-
fronted with fihe necessity to incur legal
costs respecting a principle that has already
been accepted by the Government? It is with
this object in view that I ask for the file to
he laid Onl the Table Of the House. The ques-
tion is of the utmost public importance and
o~f great personal interest to many workcr;
in this State.

RON. J. CORNELL (South) [:3.19]: 1
second the motion. I regret the circumstances
that have arisen that do not permit the
Leader of the 11ouse, with his customary
courtesy, to allow the filu to be tabled with-
out discussion. I symnpathise with him in this
instance. The tabling of the, file will have a
very important bearing on the future policy
regarding workers' leasehold dwvllings. I ami
not goingl to disguise the fact that T am the
Occupier of a -worker's leasehold dwelling.
Right throug~h the negotiations covered by
the file I have lbeen in intimate contact with
Mr. Davis, who is a neighbour (if mine. He
kept Me posted regardling thle ease from 'A
to Z. It suiffices for me to inform the House
of the circumstances as T know them. There
can be no valid Objection to the production
of the file on the ground that it is not a pub-
lic file. The workers,' homes schieme owes its
inception to Parliament. The mo1ney re~quiied
for the purposes of the Workers' Homes
Board is voted by Parliament. Regulations
framed uinder the Worker's Homnes, Act can
be disallowed by the Legrislature. That heiuig
so, the Workeirs' Homies Board is an instru-
mnent resultingw f rom the deliberations of Par-
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Iiament. The only valid objection that can signu. Ilie applicant has to undertake to
be raised to the production of the file is that
it contains something, the publication of
which will damage Mr. Davis as one of the
parties to the agreement under the Workers'
Homes Act. Mr. Davis has given me the
definite assurance--I understand he has
given it to Mr. Potter as well-that he has
no objection to the production of the file. On
the contrary, he wishes it to be laid on the
Table so that the legal decision he obtained
will be freely available to all other tenants of
workers' homes. He adopts that attitude de-
spite the fact that he had to bear the whole
of the costs in securing the legal decision.
That is a very manly action to take in the
interests of others who may find themselves
confronted by a similar position. There can
be no objection from the Government point
of view, nor yet from that of the Workers'
Homes Board, to the production of the file.
Surely the doings of the Workers' Homes
Board are not to be hidden! From my own
standpoint, were I to desire to pay off
the balance I owe to the hoard and to dis-
pose of my home, the production of the Mie
is not necessary, because I am sufficiently
acquainted with all the circumstances to
know that if I followed the course pursued by
Mr. Davis, no difficulty would be placed in
my way. T could get exactly the same terms
as he got. The opinion of King's Counsel
has not been disputed and, therefore, it is
on all fours with a decision of the court.
If I may digress for a moment, I would
like to mention that I am very pleased to
see the way in which the Premier has ne-
cepted the decision of the Federal High
Court regarding the petrol tax. He does
not equivocate about it; he accepts it. . -In
this instance there is a legal decision that
is accepted by the Government, so that the
same attitude, generally' speaking, should be
adopted by the Government. I will briefly
explain the position. The Workers' Homes
Act provides that following upon an appli-
cation and the payment of certain moneys,
and the requisite approval, an applicant is
to be granted a worker's home under the
leasehold section of the Act. The board
proceeds to erect the home; the applicant
signs an occupier's certificate, and takes rp
his abode in the dwelling. Then a lease is
drawn up respecting the land, which is held
in perpetuity, and the rent is based on the
unimproved value. That is a separate
instrument and the lease, after being
drawn lip in due course, has to be

JLd. eeita coWucatfl regasing tue uwell-
tUg lvube; lie a" to agree to repay the capi-
Wtucst aa worest watages; lie uss to iii-

s0±0 tae p±OpeVty aiid kttW it reno~ated to
[Lae saHiittUvn o1 the board, and he has to
carry o.g [Muse requneients for do years
in tne case 01 a brick house- he has to pay
1116 rent wce~iy Or 1o'tzulgbtly as tile board,
may direct. it is Possible for the occupier
to reduce the captal cost by the payment of
Ld) or any muitipie of t,1D, or he can pay
off the total capital cost straight away. So
long as the octupier owes any of the prin-
cipal, or any intenst to the board, the Act,
it would appear, is specific. Mr. Davis had
discharged ail his obligations to the board.
he had paid back the capital cost of the
dwelling, interest, and other charges re-
specting Which the board had incurred ex-
penditure on his behalf. At that stage he had
been issued a certificate of purchase of die
dwelling house. Hitherto it had been held
that the board iwt buy in the event of the
client desiring to dispose of his dwelling. It
was held by the board that Mr. Davis bud
no right to dispose of his property, that
be was not entitled to any accrued equity
in respect of it, and that he had to dispose
of it to the hoard. Air. Davis was being
transferred to Canberra and he submitted
the property to the board, who offered to
buy it back at less than the actual capital
cost he had paid in. That is where Mr.
Davis parted company 'with the board.

The Honorary Minister: What about lis
improvements 9

Hon. J. CORNELL: To my own know-
ledge he had improved the property to the
extent of between £70 to £80.

The Honorary Minister: Then there is
the question of depreciation.

Hlon. J. CORNELL: There has been no
question of depreciation regarding w~orkers'
homes. The board said to Mr. Davis, "You
can surrender the place to usa and we will
give you £20 less than the capital cost you
have paid in." The point arose as to who
was entitled to the accrued equity, the board
or Mr. Davis. The latter sought counsel's
opinion and counsel informed him that the
house was his and he could do what he liked
with it. The legal authority who gave that
opinion was one of the most eminent King's
Counsel in this State. He told Mr. Davis
that once he received his certificate of par-
chase from the board, he bad discharged all
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his obiigatiwis to thle board regarding the
dweiuing house. But the obligation to the
hoard regarding the leasenole instrument
still remains. Air. Davis's counsel sub)-
mutted uit to the Crown Law Department,
and the department concurred. I under-
stand this is the position now: when the
tenant of a leasehold dwelling discharges his
obligations to the board and gets his cer-
tilicate of purchase, the board has no fur-
ther jurisdiction over him, except to se
that lie pays rent on the leasehold. He can
let the dwelling to another. Further, when
a tenant receives his ceirtificate of purchase,
hie can advertise it for sae, and if he gets
a purchaser and if the purchase pric offered
is greater than the capital cost paid to the
board in full, the board must sanction the
transfer of that certificate of purchase, and
accordingly must transfer the leasehold in-
strumrent to the purchaser. The board
I believe has the option of refusig
to do that, but if it so refuses it
must purchase from the tenant at the
amount the prospective purchaser was
prepared to give. In this case the original
tenant, Mr. Davis, secured a buyer for
the place at a figure about £280 greater
than the original capital cost. He, not the
board, has that equity. I am speaking from
close personal contact with the case. I know
that Mr. Davis will leave shortly for Can-
berra, and that the other tenant is in. I
have seen a document proving that the
Workers' Homes Board has no further juris-
diction over the dwelling house.

The Chief Secretary: When was this
transaction completedI

Hon. J. CORNELL: Within the last two
days. Counsel for the plaintiff and counsel
for the defendant having concurred, I think
it only reasonable that every person who
has a leasehold workers' home to-day should
know his position and should not be forced
to resort to all that Mr. Davis had to re-
sort to.

The Chief Secretary: You are not sug-
gesting any improper conduct?

Hon. J. CORNELL: No, not at all. The
board was justified in resisting the claim
of Mr. Davis to get the decision that
he got; hut the board having car-
ried the resistance to the point of
getting a legal interpretation, and
that interpretation being against the
board, surely it must be agreed that in
future, when the full complement of money

due has been paid to the hoard, that must
'be the policy. By no stretch of the imagina
tion can it be construed thLat a law might be
passed in order to g-e& over this decision.
No court of justice could countenance the
passing of a law to remedy what the ad-
ministrators thought V/as a defect in the
law, if the passing of that law was to take
away the accrued rights of ucople under the
prior law. No court % mild hold that any
statute could take away the rights of an
individual under a law that had been inter-
preted in his favour. I it,, not think any
leasehold worker's home has been built since
1916, and so I cannot 3ee any necessity for
amending the law to meet the future.

The Honorary Minister: I have one. I
got it within seven years.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I k.now a man who
got one within six months. But how did he
get it? By the original tenant going out.

Hon. E. H. Gray: He will be in clover
now.

Hion. J. CORNELL; Rf the Honorary
Mlinister has had one since 1918, 1 can only
compare that instance with the last rose of
summer. I have endeavonred to present the
case fairly and I think, all things considered,
it would be infinitely better if the file were
tabled, and better still it I he Government
gave an intimation as to hapw they were go-
ing to face this subject in the future. For,
after all, this case is not, only known to Mr.
Potter and to me, but also t0 a large propor-
tion of those who occu py workers' leasehold
dwellings. They are awds'rs to know their
position;' and I think the l-est course to fol-
low would be that the verdict should be ob-
served and the future directed accordingly.
I will second the motion.

On motion by the Chief Seretary, debate
adjourned.

RETURN-GROUP SETTLEMENT.

HON. 14. STEWART (South-East)
FS.43]: 1 move-

That a return be laid on the Table giving
the following particulars with regard to group
settlement as at 30th June, 1026-i, in what
group settlements the settlers are residing in
their resp~etive cottages on their own blocks.
2, For each of the group scttlements-(a) the
average cost per cottage; (b) the area uf
cleared land; (e) the average cost per acre of
such cleared lad; (d) what stock, plant, fenc-
ing, etc., have been supplied to the settlers;
(e) the total indebtedness.
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Except that, as it appears on the Notice
Paper, I should like to strike out 'fencing"
in (d) of No. 2, I do not intend to speak
to the motion, for I understand that although
the original question submitted when the
Minister made a statement in the House
was the exact replica of a question
put up some years ago, it was thought
that different information was required from
what really was in my mnind. I do not want
to put the department to any uindue expense.
It was difficult to frame, the question in a
form calculated to get the information de-
sired, and yet not have the ambiguity that
might lead those who were compiling the in-
formation for the Minister :o be perhaps of
a different opinion as to what was required.
However, I believe the information is now
being compiled, and that there will be no
objection by the liinister to the motion in
this form. If the Minister does take any ex-
ception to it, I will deal with the matter
when replying.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hot;. J. M4.
Drew-Central) [3.45',. There is no objec-
tion to the motion, but it may not be possible
to supply the whole of tho information be-
fore Parliament rises. T have received a
minute from the Under Secretary for Lands
as follows--

M1y Minister has no objection to the return
as now asked for being supplied. It is necs-
sary, however, to point out that the area of
land asked for under (b) is bring obtained
from the field officers, and will take some little
time to secure. Tn regard to the fencing under
(a) it would be much easier and would prob-
ably meet Mr. Stewart's requirements if we
gave particulars of the style of fencing that is
being supplied and the average copt. If, how-
ever, details of the fencing that has been sup-
plied to the settlers is required, it will take
some time to secure the information. It is
possible thpit all the information required will
not be ready before the House rises, but the
Minister agrees to supply it to Mr. Stewart
wheanever it is available should Parliament have
been prorogued.

HON. H. STEWART (South-East-in re-
ply) [3,471: T understand that the informa-
tion will be supplied when available,

Tb" Mhie:f' Secretary: Yis.
Hon. H, STEWART: Tf the presentation

of the return is being held op for particulars
of certain grnupq. it rnizht he advicable to
supply what information is available of
areaq cleared and the avernqre eo4; per acre
on other groups. leaving room to fill in the
balance of the 1flnres whepn they7 come to
band. Tt will he desirable to have the return

next week so far as it nm he possible to,
complete it by that tinie.

Question put and paased.

Bfl~a-EOAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee,

Resumed from the 30th November. Hon.
J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

Postponed Clause 19--Repeal of Section
eo and substitution of new section.:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: An amend-
ment is rendered necessary by the amend.
meuts that were passed when the Bill was
previously dealt with. I move an amend-
ment-

That thn words ''other than an ordinary
general election or an election ordered under
Section 32" be struck out.

Hon. H. STEWART: Notice has been
given of amendments to be nmoved On recom-
mittal and, if the name of these local au-
thorities is altered, it may be necessary to
deal wit h the various postponed clauses
again.

Hon. E. HM Gray : That will not he
agreed to.

Hon. H. STEWART: If the amendment
at present uinder consideration is made
there will he no difference between the pro-
posed new section and the repealed section,
except that the proposed new section refers
to councillors of a district instead of mem-
bers of a board. That being so, it might be
advisable to decide at thii stage the ques-
tion of the name of these local authorities,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We are deal-
inig with postponed clauses and the whole of
the Bill must he dealt with before it can
be recommitted. It is; necessary to bring
Clause 19 into conformity with the rest ol
the measure, If the old name of road
hoard is restored consequential amendments
will have to he made right throuigh the Bill,

Hon, J. Nicholson: Why not retain the
existing section and alter "rnemhels of z
hoard" to "councillors of a distajet"?

The C11IEF SECRETARY: It amount.
to the saine thing.

Amendment put and passed; the claus~e
as amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clauise 2]- Repeal of Sectiox
62 sad S[LbStituitiOna Of new section:
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The CHAIRMAN: The Chief Secretary
moved on the previous occasion to strike
out of line 3 of Subelause 2 the word
"general." I suggest that he ask leave to
withdraw his amendment and then he will
be in a position to move the amendment
that appears on the Notice Paper.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I ask leave
to withdraw the amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an

amendment-
That in Subelause (2) the words "date

'fired- by this Act for the holding of the gen-
eral" be struck out, and the word "annual"
inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clause 25-Repeal of Sections
123, 124, 125, 126, and 127 and substitution
of new sections:

The CHAIRMAN: The Chief Secretary
moved an amendment on the previous occa-
sion and it was passed. As another amnend-
ment that he now wishes to propose pre-
cedes it, he cannot move the new amend-
ment at this stage. He will have to move
it on recommittal.

Clause, as previously amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clause 32-Amendment of
S ection 147:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It was gen-
erally agr-eed that some amendment. should
be framed to dleal with the position relating
to the opening of a road. I therefore move
an amendment

That the following words be added, "'It shall
be the duty of the council to convene a meet-
ing for the purpose of this section on the
requisition of not less than ten ratepayers of
the district ox ward, as the case may be."

Hon. H. STEWART : It is not clear
whether the meeting -referred to is to be a
meeting of ratepayers of a ward or of the
district as a whjole. It would be better to
exclude the word "ward" altogether.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clanse 40- Amendment of
Section 159:

The CHfAIRMAN: The Chief Secretary
proposes to move an amendment which
occurs after an amendment secured by Mr.
Stewart at a previous sitting, of the Com-
mittee. The proper course for the Chief

Secretary to pursue will he to recommit this
clause.

Clause, as previously amended, spreed to.
The CHIEF SECRETARY, I now pro-

pose to endeavour to reinstate Clause 57
down to the word "only" in line 8.

The CHAIRMAN: The proper course for
the Chief Secretary to pursue in this case
will be for him to move this as a new clause.

New clause:
The CH=F SECRETARY: I move--
That a new clause be inserted to stand as

Clause 57, as follows:--"Setion 243 of the
principal AIct is hereby amended by the addi-
tion of A Proviso, as foflow: -'Provided that
no appeal shall be made to the council on the
ground mentioned in paragraph (1) of the6
.last preceding section when the valuation baa
been made or caused to he made by the Minis-
ter, but the appeal in that case shall to made
to the Local Court only.'"

Hon. H. STEWART: Is it in order to
propose, without reconumitting the Bill, to
reinstate as a new clause one that has al-
ready been struck out?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Hion. A. tovekin: Whcn the Bill was re-
committed, was leave given to insert a new
clause?

Hon. H1. STEWART: The Bill baa not
been recommitted.

The CHAIRMAN: These were postponed
clauses.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Clause 57 was struck
out.

The CHAIFRMAN: There seems to he
some doubt as to whether the Minister is in
order at this stage in moving for the inser-
tion of a new clause, which repeats portion
of a similar clause that has already been de-
leted. I am guided by Standing Order 250,
which says that a motion contradicting a
previous decision of the Committee shall not
he entertained in the sme Committee. This
is not the same Committee.

Hon. J1. J. Holmes, It is the same Com-
mittee.

Hon. A. Lovekin: I think the Minister
must recommit the Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I withdraw
my motion.

The CHAIRMAN: That overcomes the
difficulty.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.
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Recommittal.
Bill recommitted for the purpose of fur-

ther considering Clauses 2 to 4, 25, 32, 40
to 42, 47, 49 to 53 and a new clause; Hon.
J, Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2-General amendments:

Hon. H. STEWART: I move an amend-
went-

That all worie of the clause alter "board,
in line three of paragraph (a), be struck out.
"Road board" descrihes the major function
of these local governing- bodies. It is n am
original to Western Australia, and not ta'-
from any other part of Australia or from
the Old Country. Moreover, it is self-ex-
planatory, simple, and perfectly satisfac-
tory. The term proposed by the Bill, "dis-
trict council," would not be equally clear.
Besides, its adoption would involve a certain
amount of expense in printing.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That will, in any ease,
have to be incurred some time.

Hon. H. STEWART: Apart from that
aspect, no good reason has been adduced
for the proposed change. Two political as-
sociations existing in this State already have
district councils, and thus confusion is likely
to result from the proposal in the Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is
purely a question of ta-ste. The change of
title has been as;ked for by various road board
conferences on the ground that during re-
cent years the powers of these bodies have
been extended. Their powers are still fur-
ther extended by the Bill. At one time their
mnain function was to construct and maintain
roads, but they have got far beyond that.
"District council" is a more fitting designs-
tion-

Hon. F. H. GRAY: The name "road
board" does not exo~lain the functions, where-
as "district council" does. The retention of
the name "road board" is likely to cause
confusion because of the appointment of
the Main Roads Board. As a fact, the con-
struiction and maintenance of roads has been
largely taken out of the band'z of the road
boards, which however have been granted
other powers. They also attend to health
matters.

Hon. A. BSURVILL: To some extent
agree with Mr. Stewart, and to some extent
with the Chief Secretary. As Mr. Stewart
says, to have so many district councils will
lead to confusion, especially in country dis-

tricts; but I do not agree with the hon.
member that "road board" is a proper desig-
nation, especially since the creation of the
Main Roads Board. I shall vote for the
amendment, but I should be glad of the
adoption of a name adequately distinguish-
ing road boards from the Main Ronds
Board.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I hope the amend-
ment will not be carried. The new designa-
tion appears to be a request from road
boards conferences, and it is only a fitting
compliment to agree to their request. Any-
thing that adds to the prestige of these
bodies will increase the desire of people
to serve on them.

Hon. G. W, MILES: There is nothing
wrong with the old name "road board."
These bodies are known as the Albany Road
Board, the Plantagenet Road Board,' and
so on, and their main function is to look
after the roads. Therefore I support the
amendment,

Hon. II. STEWART: According to Mr'.
Gray, the functions of road boards are
largely disappearing because of the appoint-
ment of the Main Roads Board. If that is
to be the result, I shall be very sorry I
agred to the enactment of the Main Road-
Bill. The valuable experience possessed by
members of road hoards should be fostered

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHTJATN: On the
second reading, I committed myself to the
designation proposed by the Bill. If we
give to these bodies a title which will enhance
their prestigze, more people may be induced
to take up the work of local government.

Eon. V. HAKvERSLEY: It is suggested
that greater prestigye will attach to road
boards if their designation is changved to
that of district councils. If it is a question
of prestige, why did the G4overnment choose
the name of the Main Roads Board for that
institution!I

Hon. F. B.l Gray: Because that board
will deal with manin roads only.

Hon. V. UAMERSLEY : It would be
much better if we retained the existing
name which will make the boards distinct
from the Main Roads Board. If we change
the namnes of road boards to district coup-
rils, there will be difficulty in distinguish-
Ing between political organisations and
local governing bodies.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: We hare onr Perth
City Couincil, our Mfedical Council and so
on.
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Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I cannot nnder-
stand what -real advantage will follow on
the proposed chuange of name.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I consider "road
board" is the proper name for the bodies
conerned.

Han. H. Stewart: It is truly Western
Australian!

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: At anv rate, the
name is most apuronriate. The proposed
chance will lead to confusion. We have the
Le-risltltive Council, the Advisory Council,
the Cons~italive Connil, the district coiin-
cla of the A.L.P., and so on. Even to-day
it is difficullt to et mnany people to under-
stand when municipal elections are being
held that members of this Chamber are not
directly e.oneerned. If the channe be made,
there will be no end to the expense to be
incurredl in discardinr existine books and
documents and re-printing them with the
new names of the various local governing
bodies.

H~on. A. J. H. Saw: They will even, have
to go to the expense of buying a rubber
stamp!

ion. J. J. HOLMES: If that resulted in
rubbing ont the bon. member, it would do
some good.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: There will be many
rubbe d out before I am.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Many could be
rubbed out who would not be missed. r
intend to support the retention of the name
"road board."

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not object
to members of road boards securing the
highest titles they may desire. Personally
I have no time for that sort of thing. I
prefer to .judg'e a man upon his work, not
upon his title. It seems to me that if mem-
bers of road boards took greater interest
in the tasks before them, and concerned
themselves less regarding what they should
be called, they would probably do a great
deal more work, and better work too.

Hon. A. Burvill: You are reflecting- upon
road boards in a way that is quite uncalled
for!1

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Not at all. I do
not know whether the hon. member is a
member of a road board, but if one judges
by the amount of work he does here, he cer-
tainly is likely to do good work on a road
board. I do not know that really industri-
ouis members of road hoards are concerned
about their titles.

Bon. A. J. H. Saw: Perhaps some are
afraid of being confused with Rhodes
scholars!1

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : Certainly the
change will lead to confusion. For instance,
we have the Claremont Road Board and
just across the street the Claremont Muni-
cipal Council.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Come nearer to hand
and look at the position at Perth, where
we have the City Council and the Perth
Road Board.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is so. If
the tchange be made, we shall have the Perth
City Council and the Perth Dlistrict Coun-
cil. Hon. members will see the confusion
that will result and should take that into
consideration. Then there is the other
point about the enormous amount of print-
ing that will have to be undertaken by local
governing authorities because of the change
of names. In the interests of road boards
themselves, it would be better to retain the
present titles.

Amendment pat and a division taken
with the following result:-

Noes

Majority fi

Lmni

'OR

Hon. 0. F. Eaxter
Ho.. A. Burvill
Hon. W7. T. Qiasheen
Hon. V. Hamereley
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Bon. G. A. Kempton
Han. G. W7. Miles

N

Bon.
Ron.
Bon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

J. R. Brown
J. M. Grew
J. Ewing
E. H. Gray
E. H. Harris
J1. W. Hickey

.. 13

2

Hon. E. ROSa
Non. H. A. telbenson
Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. Sir H. Witfoom.
Hon. a. J. Yelland
Hon. J. Nicholson

Hon. W7. H. Kitson
Hon. Sir W. Lathila
Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane

(Teller.)

Amendment thus passed; the clause, as
amended, spreed to.

Clause 3-Effect of amendments on ex-
isting boards, etc.:

Hon. H. STEWART: 'R ill the Minister
accept the vote as the deivsion of the Com-
mittee and regard the amendments to
Clauses 3 and 4 as eonseqia'rniall

The Chief Secretary: Yes.
Tbc CHAIRMAN: The clauses referred

to are involved, and I ask the Committee to
accept the responsibility of amending them.
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Clause put mid negatived.

Clause 4-Amendment of Section a:

Hon. 11. STEWAEZT: Perhaps the
simple way would be te move the deletion
of the first three paragraphs, and we could
then consider the other Portions. I move
an amendment-

That paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) be struck
out.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATULAIN: I
have an amendment on tbhe Notice Paper,
but I understand the Alinihter is agreeable
to make the necessary alteration in another
clause to cover this disere * aney. If that is
go, I shall not move my amendment at this
stage.

The Chief Secretary: Y'ou had better
move it.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: I
move an amendment-

That in line three of paragraph (d) the
words ''Iof ai lessor who'' be struck out, and
the words ''or lessee of an owner or lessor of
any land where such owner or lessor'' inserted
in lieu.

lion. J1. NICHOLSON: I was under the
impression that the Minister intended to
move another amendment to overcome the
difficulty exp~erienced, partiCularly in con-
nection with University endowment lands.
Such lands are exempt from rates, but wvben
they are leased, the qluestici. of liability for
rates arises. Unfortunatoly,. the lands are
not suitable for agricultural purposes and
can he let for only a few shillings per an-
num. When the local autharites rate such
lands on the basis of valuation prescribed
by the Act, the amount it far in excess of
what it is possible to obtain by way of rent.
and the lessors cannot 2c' tenants to take the
lands because of the heavy liability for rates.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: All that Mr.
Nicholson asks is providod for. The Uni-
versity' trustees are not liable for rates, but
a tenant will be.

lon. J1. Nichllon: -It vol would agree to
insert after "tenantt" thv wvords "or lessee"
it would] meet the difficulty, and I think Sir
William Lathflqin would withdraw his amend-
ment.

The CHIEF SECRE~.TRY: I have no
objection to that.

Hon. 'Sir WILLIAM T,AI'HLATN: I ask
leave to withdraw mnwenucdment.

Amendment, by leave, wvitlhdrawn.

'Tle CIEF SECRETAR1Y: I move an
amendment-

That alter ''tenant,'' in line three of para-
graph (d), the words ''or Jessee" be inserted.

HEon. J1. J. Holmes: Will someone tell me
the effect of the amendment?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Lik
versity endowment trustees hold lands that
are not liable to rating -while they are held
by the trustees, but if leasued ihe lessee would
be obliged to pay rates.

Honl. V. Iiamersley: Does thk, apply only
to University endowment lands'?

The CHIEF SECRE r AiRY: No, I men-
tioned University endowment lands simply
as an illustration. It would apply to educa-
tion endowment and other lands not liabla
to rating.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I understand it
goes further. If it applies only to endow-
ment lands we had better insert the words
"endowmnt lands." Do .L understand that
the tenants will have exemrption?

Members: No.
Hon. H. STEWART: The addition of

the words "or lessee" seems to be quite un-
necessary. In the definitio-2 of "owner" in
Subsection 1 of Section 5 of the Act we get
this, "any person who is in possession as
the holder of a legal estaite or a Crown
lessee, or a mortgagee of the land" and then
it siummarises all that have gone before.
Nowv we are adding "or le~e. It does not
seem to me to be quite right. If we have
the Bill as it is, it will be curreet.

Hon. .1. NICHOLSON: The words to
which Air. Stewart referred are in para-
graph (d) of the section of the Act he
quoted and they show the necessity for add-
ing "lessee." An owner 'nay be a person
whoa is a trustee or the authorised agent of
the holder or lessee or mortgagee. We ame
making the lessee of an owner liable for
rates, by including the words "or lessee."
I would point out to Mr. S tewart that the
addition moved by the C'hief Secretary is to
paragraph (h) and not I0 (d) of the Act.
The sug-ested amendiment will make the
position clear.

Hon. 1H. Slewart: hi i. already in the
Act.

H~on. J1. N lCHOLSON. No, it is not. The
attorney of the lessee -,ua lifterent person
from the Ncsee himself. Paragraph (d)
practically makes the tena~nt or lessee of an
owner who is not rated liable for rates.

Amendment put and pa ,cd.
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Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Paragraph (e)
of the clause was discussed on the second
reading..

Hlon. II. Stewart: It is pretty broad.
Hon. J1. NICHOLSON: It is worse than

broad; it is too serious to allow it to pass.
It Proposes to include any land marked as
a road upon the plan of any lands publicly
exhibited in tile public office of the De-
partient of Lands and Surveys. I do not
know how plans may he exhibited there but
it is qluite reasonable to suppose that a plan
might be legitimately prepared by an otlicer
who might have received instructions to show
a road running through it. That road would
be indicated on the map in the office, and
by virtue of that it would become a road.
No land should lie deelaied a road until
it goes through tbe formality prescribed by
the Act. That procedure should be followed
rigidly. I hiope, therefore, the ( oninittee
wvill strike out the paragraph.

Hon. B. STEWARIT: The ulelinition of
"road" in the X et ha.s no connection with
this new exNtension. I would] like the 1Miis-
ter to give as his reasons for the inelusion
olf th is paralgrarph, aid( if those reasolH are
not satisfactory I wvill move to delete it.

The CliiEF SECRETARY: The objcct
of the paragraph is that these roads univ be
brought un rder control, anrd then all that is
necessary' is to gazette the roads that have
been in existence hut have not been de-
clared.

Hlon. J.3J. HIOLES: The other ni-lit
the Minister told uts it was necessary for
someone to have authority to compel a roa.d
board to make roads. Niow he tells us that
they arc anxious to have roads. A person's
property might he cut in two by thle car,-
struetion of a road.

The Chief Secretary: This request was
made by the road board conference.

Hon. H. STEWART: I move ain amien--
ment-

That paragraph (e) lie struck out.

lion. A. l3VRVILL: By strikinz out th,'
paragraph I think that comiplications will
he caused. T am, not prepared to vote for
the excision of the paragraph because it
was asked for by the roal board confer-
ence, and that conference must hove rota-
suited the authorities on the subject.

Hon. J1. NTCHIOLSON: This would] mean
that if a plan. even by accidenit. inadicated
that there was ai road thirough the middle of
a paddook. the effect in law would he that

that road would he a declared road. In
those circumstances Mr. Bun-ill would have
to go to considerable trouble to get out of
the mess in which he found himself.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: He would
have to get out of the road.

lon. J. NICHOLSON: So I hope that
when Vr. Burvill sees that this is so lie
wvill not hesitate to support the amend-
ment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Nichol-
soit speaks of a road running through the
middle of a paddock. This provision refers
to roads on Crown lands.

Hon. J. Nicholson: No, it refers to any
lands.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Well, it is
intended to refer to Crown lands.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The words are
"any lands"; not "Crown lands." The diffi-
culty ca e got over by declaring those

roads in the ordinary way.
Hon. A. BURVILL: When roads are pro-

claimned in the ordinary wvay they cannot
go within a vertain distance of a house, and
the department is liable to the payment of
eomipensation if it puts roads in certain
places. The paragraph may be clumsily
worded, hut it is intended to safeguard ex-
isting roads.

lion. V. HAMERSLEY: It would be dif-
fleult if all the roads appearing on maps
automatically became declared roads. In
many instaices% roads on the plans are realy
of no use to the public.

lion. H. STEWART: It many lie intended
to restrict this to Crown lands, bu we are
concerned only with Mhat is hefore us. Even
in the definition in the principal Act theis
is no reference to Crown lands. It is pro-
posed to add to that definition this para-
irraph (e), which is altogether too wide and
indefinite. If it means Crown lands, it
should say so. If we restricted it to Crown
lands we would bie perfectly safe, but T do
tnt know that it is our province to do that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This provi-
sion ha s been suggested by the Lands; Tk'-
partment. A road that passes thronirh
Crown Ionri ceases to be a road, hunt that is
not quite dlear in the definition, which de-
.scribes a road ns one that the public Pe
entitled to use. Of course the public are
not entitled to use itroad passing- throiigh
Crown lands. Tt is debatable whether roads
on Crown lands are roads within the nmean-
insr of the Act.
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Hon. H. STEWART: To say that people but to put in a dragnet provision such a
are not entitled to use a road across Crown
lands is not to vitiate the suggestion that
if the word "Crown" were inserted before
"lands" in the paragraph, we should be pro-
viding that a road shown on a plan as cross-
ing Crown lands became a public road.
But it is doubtful whether we should adopt
an entirely new procedure establishing roads
on Crown lands. We should have furth(r
information in respect to this, and even
then it is doubtful whether it would be
politic to pass the paragraph.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have given
to the Committee all the information in iny
possession. I am informed that this para-
graph refers to roads across Crown lands.
I would have no objection to an amendment
to insert "Crown," and so make it clear.

Hon. H. STEWART: I wilt withdraw my
amendment and substitute another.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. H. STEWART: I move an amend-
meat--

That after "any" in line two of paragraph
(e), "Crown'' be inserted.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. H. 'STEWART: I move an amend-
ment-

That after "any," in line three of paragraph
(e), ''Crown'' be inserted.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: In the absence of
further information, I will vote against
the whole clause.

Hon. H. Stewart: But the plaragraplh is
now restnceted to Crown lands.

Hon. J1. J1. HOLMES: Has the hon. mem-
ber never heard of tile northern portion of
the State, where Crowvn lands are sometimes
fenced and gates erected across roads?

Hon. H. Stewart: But are they Crown
lands in the true sense of the term!

Hon. J1. J. HOLMES: Of course they are..
Under this paragraph, if by accident a plan
showing a lot of roads were improperly dis-
played on the wall in the puhic office of the
Lands Department, it would result in endless
trouble and mischief. I move an amend-
ment-

That paragraph (e) be struck out.

If the Minister had shown the necessity for
this provision, or something not qutite so
drastic as it is, I would have supported it,

this IS alLogethier too mucsh. it1 tne nilnister
will seamt an amended provision I will
Support it.

lon. J. NICHOLSON: If the exhibition
of a plan in the Lanus Office wul nave the
effect of declaring a road, tae reealt will use
serious for many road boards. 'There is a
large area of crown lands in the Aioany dis-
trict. If the roads aie marked on tue plan
as public roads, the local board wou~d be
responsible for their upkeep and mnainten-
ance.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. H. STEWART: Paragraph (f)
should be limited to Crown lands. 'fee ov-
ernor should not have power to declare as a
townsite any land he may think fit. I move
an amendment--

That in lEne t.wt of paragraph (f), after
the word ''any,'' the word "Crown' be in-
sarted.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot see
the object of the amendment. A towusite
could not be declared on private property
unless it had been resumed and paid for.
The paragraph merely amends the definition
of town or towmsite in the Act.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We should not in-
sert the word "Crown." Under arrangements
with the owner of certain lands the property
might be cut up, and the local people might
desire to have a towasite declared. There
would be no necessity to resume the land
first. Someone should have power to declare
a townsite and define its boundaries. This
power should not be limited to Crown lands.

H~on. H. STEWART: It is Possible there
is already provision for the special case re-
ferred to by Mr. Holmes. We should get de-
finite information as to why this amendment
to the definition of town or towvnsite is neces-
sary.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Many pri-
v-ate towns have been created through the
subdivision of land by private owners, such
as in the case of Bruce Rock, Dangin and
other centres along the Midland and South-
Western railways. It has been desired to de-
fine these places a% towns for the purpose of
the Act, so that the local boards may utilise
the many special powver-s that are given under
the Act for improving the townsites. The
constitution of a town under the Land Act is
restricted to land cut up by the Govern-
ment. The power contained in the para-
graph will enable such suburban areas as
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Peppermint Grove, Dalkeith and other places
to be declared towns, which cannot be done
at present.

Hfon. J. NICHOLSON: The paragraph
can do no harm. Mr. Holmes has referred to
an important reason why it should be re-
tained. The Governor would not declare an
area of private land to be a town until he
knew it was the wish of the owner that this
should be done.

Hon. H. STEWART: In view of the in-
formation that has been given I 'will with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Clause, as previously amended, agreed to.

Clause 25-Repeal of Sections 123 to 127,
and substitution of new section:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment-

That in line eight the word "general" be
shruck out, and "annual" inserted in lien.

Hon. H. STEWART There will be some
consequential amendments in this clause. I
presume we need not concern ourselves with
those.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 32-Amendment of Section 147;
Power of Governor to open or divert roads:

Hon. Ht. STEWART: I move an amend-
ment-

That the words "or a ward of a distri,.-t,"
in line two of proposed Section 147ia, be struck
out.

If there is a ward or a district in which a
-number of ratepayers desire a road, and if
there is a recalcitrant board refusing to
gra~nt the road, then, under the Chief Sec-
retary's amendment, the local authority will
have to convene a meeting at the request of
-not less than ten ratepayers of the ward
or, as the case may be, of the district. In
such circumstances a meeting must be called,
hut the ratepayers of anothelr ward will not
attend unless they are particularly inter-
ested; and if they do not attend, they will
not count. A question is more likely to be
decided fairly by the ratepayers- in general.
If the ratepayers of a ward attend, they are
likely to do so in suifficut numbers.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In view or'
Mr. Stewart's statements, I shall not oppose
the amendment. Provision has alreadt been
made to enable any ten ratepayers to re-
quisition the board to hold a meeting. Of
-ratepayers.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: I
favour the amendment on the ground that,
of two adjoining wards, one might desire
that-a road should be carried through, while
the other was against the proposal. If the
question is decided by the whole of the rate-
payers, the result is much more likely to be
fair than if the question is confined to one
ward.

Amendment put and passed.

The CHAIRMAN: The carrying of this
amendment involves a Consequential amend-
ment in the proviso added to-day.

Hon. H. STEWART: I would not like the
amendment to the proviso to be treated as
consequential. If ten ratepayers of a ward
desire the calling of a meeting of ratepayers,
it strengthens the position as regards my
previous amendment. On the other hand,
if the Minister wants the amendment to the
proviso treated as consequential, that is an-
other matter,

The CHAIRMAN: I am in the hands of
the Committee.

Hot. J. J. HOLMES: I suggest that the
amendment be treated as consequential.

'Members: Aye.
The CHAIRMAN: I shafl treat the

amendment as consequential.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 40-Amendment of Section 1569:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment-

That after the word ''demolishecs,'' in line
two of proposed Subsection (2), there be in-
serted "for begins to remove or :lerolsh.'

That is an amendment which was suggested
by Mr. Harris.

Amendment put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move a fur-
ther amendment-

That after the word ''council,'' in line three
of proposed Subsection (2), there -be inserted
"4not less than seven. days.'"

Hon. K? H. HARRIS: Seven days would
he too long a notice. Two or three days
would be ample for notifying the secretary
of the governing body. A case came under
my notice to-day where a. contractor, hav-
ing purchased aL building and wishing to
demolish it, had men waiting for two or
three days and then set them to the work
of demolition, whereupon an order was ob-
tained to prevent him from proceeding 'fur-
ther. Contractors who demolish houses em-
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ploy men skilled in taking down buildings
and marking the parts of them, and such
men should not have to wait about for seven
days.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I ask leave
to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment-

That after the word "council in l[ne three
of proposed Subsection (2), there be inserted
"9not less than forty-eight hours."

Amendment put aud passed; the clause,
as amended, ageed to.

Clause 41-Amendment of Section 1160:

Hon. H. STEWART: I wish to direct the
attention of the Mlinister to the inclusion in
paragraph (a) giving power to road
boards to hold and conduct agricultural
shows. In view of the provisions of the
Royal Agricultural Society Bill, the inclu-
sion of such powers in the Bill under discus
sion is directly contradictory to the former
Bill.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: The
proposed new paragraph 25 embodies power
under which the road boards may "estab-
lish, conduct and carry on within the district.
cinematogrraphic entertainments and exhibi-
tions to which ratepayers and others may be
admitted on payment of the prescribed ad-
mission fees." During the second reaning
debate references were made to the result
obtained in oPne or two towns as the outcome
of some such activities. Fa my opinion power
should not be given to road boards to con-
duct such shows. It is well known that tin
leasing of films is in the hands of a big
combine. TY we agree to the new paragraph
it may result in a road board undertaking1-
a big, liability involving considerable sums
of money. I would willingly extend this
power to some road boards because I have
seen the splendid results of their work. O1i
the other hand, to put it mildly, the work
of other boards has not secured simnila-r
results. The inclusion of this power might
be regarded as an incentive to some board&
to embark upon activities of this descrilp-
tion.

Hon. FE. H. Harris: I-; the power to run
picture shows given to municipalities?

nion. Sir WILLIAM.% LATHLAIN: No. I
move an amendment-

flat in line two of proposed new paragraph
(25), the word "cinematographic'' be strucek
out.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I hope the amendment
will not be agreed to. In many of the out-
back centres it is a question whether these
shows shall be run by the road board or by
a local committee. Splendid work is being
carried out already on behalf of local
charities.

Ron. V. Hamersicy: Why should not the
committees continue to do that splendid
work; it has nothing to do with the road
hoards?

Hon. E. H. GRAY:- If the people are to
he exploited it should be done by the road
board in the interests of the people them-
selves, and not by an outside committee.

Non. E. if. Harris: You should withdraw
that word "exploit."

Hon. E. H. GRAY :. Where there are
smnall communities it is better for enter-
tainments of this description to ha con-
dueled by die local govern inz authorities
rather than by outsiders.

I-on. J. J. H-OLMES: The striking out of
the single word "cinematographic" will not
secure the object Sir William Lathlain has
in view.

Hon. II. Stewart: It will merely give the
boards; greater power.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The inclusion of
the word "entertainments" will embrace
eicinmtographic shows. If Sir William
TLatblaia desires to make the position clear
he should also include in his amendment the
following words, "Rutt such entertainments
sall not include cinematographic shows."

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I recognise that
good work has been done by the hoards but
is it one of the proper functions of road
hoards to conduct cinematographic enter-
tainments and, shall we say, exploit the
ratepayers, although the exploitation may
be for a good object?7 A road hoard, if
gran ted this power, may spend more money
than it is justified in doing, thus leading to
diffic-ulties and the increasing of rates.
Picture shows represent a very hazardous
business because the film industryv is, so I
understand, run by a powerful combine.
If the road boards devote themselves to the
work that is primarily theirs, they will find
quite sufficent to engage their attention.
It is in the interests of the ratepayers
themselves that this power should be with-
held from them. I suiggest that all refer-
ences to entertainments hie deleted and that
-would leave power in the hands of the road
boards to conduct exhibitions that may be-
for the public good.
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Hon. E. H. Gray: You want to leave theta
anything in which there is no money I

Hon. Sir WILIA LATHLAIN: I am
dubious about leaving in the reference to
exhibitions.

Hon. E. HL Gray: That is right, cut it all
out! Go for your life!

Hon. Sir WILLIA~t LATHLAIN:- We
know that exhibitions of boxing are con-
ducted at Olympia and White City and at
other places.

Hon. E. H. Gray : Also at the Royal
Agricultural Society's Show, and they were
of a doubtful character.

Sitting su.spended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATIBhAIN: Even
if we delete "cinematograph" the paragraph
will not meet the wishes of members gen-
erally. I ask leave to withdraw my amend-
ment in order that I may move to strike
aut the whole paragraph.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Eon. Sir WILLIAM LATm 2 AIN: I
move an amendment-

That the proposed now paragraph (25) be
struck out.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : It is possible for
road boards to incur a liability of thou-
sands of pounds to build public halls, but
members would deny them the right to in-
our an expenditure of £7 a week or less to
run a picture entertainment. It has been
said that business men, though successful
in their own undertakings, are absolute
failures in public life, and I am persuaded
that the statement is correct.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain; It is not the
business of road boards to run picture
shows.

Hon. E. H. CrRAY: What rubbish! It is
not fair to deprive boards of the right. By
doing so, members indicate that they have
never been to thle back blocks. Either the
road boards have to undertake this work or
form themselves into a private committee.

Hon. J1. Nicholson: Were you ever in the
back blocks?

Hon. E. II. GRAY: Yes, for 10 years. A
road board with their machinery have a
better chance to run an entertainment than
have a private' committee.

Hon. V. Hamersley: It would be nearly
as had as State trading.

Eon. E. H. GRAY: In all the back block
mreas undertakings of the kind are con-

ducted by the local authority, who should
not be prevented from fulfilling their
proper place in the community.

lion. E. H. Harris: Would you confer
similar power on municipal councils?

Ron. EI. H. GRAY: Certainly. Members
evidently desire to exclude the conduct of
picture shows from road board activities
because it is a profitable enterprise.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: I wish that were
true.

lion. E. HI. CRAY: Local authorities
should not be prevented from running at
tiupot entertainment like a pieture'sbow.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
surprised that mnetropolitan members are
averse to road boards conducting cinemato-
graph entertainments, but I am surprised at
the attitude of 'Mr. Stewart, who should be
in closer touch with country people. Many
country road boards have borrowed larg"
sums of money to erect halls, and it is
necessary to arrange entertainments to
finance those halls. In my constituency two
years ago I declared open a hall that cost
£:2,460, the money for which had been pro-
vuled by a member of the board at a nom-
inal rate of interest. Then a piano was re-
tquircd at a cost of' £150, and members of
the organising committee, including me,u-
hers of the road board, donated small areas
of land for cropping nod from the proceeds
the piano was paid for. The running of a
cincmatograph show is not a big respons,-
hility for a road board. At Meek-atharira
the miners' union lave been running a cine-
matograph for years. At Kojonup a ball
has been erected at a cost df £4,000.

Hon. V. Hamersicy: That is the way to
splash lip the money.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Road boards
are to have the right to establish and main-
tain hospitals and they' will need to raise
money by entertainments.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Quite right, too.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Then why

iot permit them to have cinemnatograph
shows? Under the measure they are to have
power to conduct agricultural shows find
run a ferry' service. Why strain at a gnat
and swallow a camel?

Hlon. W. T. GLASHEEX: 'Mr. Gray and
the Chief Secretary appear to think that if
road hoards are not given this power dis-
tricts will be deprived of picture entertain-
ments. At Kondinin a body of public-
spirited men inaugurated a Picture enter-
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tainment by making themselves jointly and board to conduct entertainments. I intend
severally guarantors for a bank advance vf
£400. They have liquidated the debt and
are now paying a good sum to the hospital
each week. Whelirever it is desirable to start
a picture show all that the people have to
to is to form a committee and make their
arrangements. I hope the Minister will not
think that country members, who are op-
posed to giving road boards this power, are
not alive to the necessity for doing this
kind of work. We think it can be done in
a more desirable way. Road boards are ap-
pointed for the specific purpose of carry-
ing out public works, and I have yet to
learn that the running of a picture show
is one of their functions.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: Met-
ropolitan members are just as desirous as
other members of giving the people of the
country their rights. It is not the pro-
vince of road boards to provide amuse-
ments for the people. There are enterpris-
ing citizens in every district that will under-
take this responsibility.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They are the saine
people-the members of the road boards.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: There
are other people as wvell. In nearly every
district the board own the hall and can
assist a committee by granting free -use of
the hall. I oppose the clause becauseI
feel that there are enterprising and willing-
citizens in all these districts who are coml-
petent to carry on any entertainment that
mav be required for the people.

Hon. V. PAMERSI EY: The provision
of pict-re shows and other forms of enter-
tainment is not the function of a road boarid.
We wv11 probably find thait iiistead of get-
tinir men elected to road boards who are
well versed in nuestions affretinz the con-
strurtion of roads; and other matters of that
kind, wye shall have men on boards who wi'l
be capable pe'haps of only putting tip a
good exhibition or a iceture show. Then
we shall probably find that the people right
outback, perhaps 50 niiles from the centni
of the reed bard area, will be taxed for
any loss that may be incurred on those pic-
ture shows.

Ron. E. H. Gray: H~are you ever known
a pirt,,re shows to lose money?

Hon. V. HAMERStEV: Yes. This is

a danc'ero,,s flower to sire and :t is coin-
pletelv outside the province ot the road

to oppose the clause.
lion. E. H. HARRIS: The Commrittee

can congraulate itself on having dispensed
with tbe clause that intended to pro~ide foe
the election of all the members on the one
day. Just imagine an election liting held
on the question whether a Chaplin picture
should be shown or whether the prices of
admission to the entertainment should be
3d. or 6d. Almost everything under the sun
is covered by the words "entertaiumentg'
and "exhibitions" and at an annual meeting
of the ratepayers it might be possible to.
provide, in addition, a political entertain-
ment, and a charge made for admission. I
am not prepared to vest boards with the
power it is proposed to give them under
the clause.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: We are holding-
ourselves up to ridicule by this debate.
There is nothing in the clause that will make
it compulsory on the part of a road board
to conduct an entertainment.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: Who said it wil?
Hon. W. H. KtITSONf: One would imagine

that there was a compulsory provision here.
The clause gives boards the power if they
desire to take it. If we are going to trust
them with the administration of the whole
of the road board area and with the conduct
of many things that will involve a larger
amount than promoting a picture show
would entail, surely we can give them the
right to hold an entertainment if they desire
to conduct it. I do not suppose road boards
would be prepared to bold entertainments
if they thought those entertainments were
ag~ain~t the wishes of the people. If the
perlo &d not approve of them, they would
soon find the opportunity to express their
di~anroval. Thecre is a desire on the part
of somne members to limit the activity o!
the erortrv boards. whereas we shol give
them the chnce to develop in every pos-
s%1ep ay . Mv exrerience of country dis-
tricts is that they hove had too few opror-
tunitieq of this kind. balt if renretentative
mpgn re -nqr-". to carry on entertain-
ments, wo shonld not nut anything- in their
wax: rather sho.,iv we encourage them.

Hon. .T. J1. ]TOT 'S:At the tea ad-
joirnn'ent T was inclined to sTno-Ot the
rlniwo. bitt Affe- having heard the Leader of
tvhe foi and Mr. Gray, I intend to vote
ap-4n~t it.

Honr. P. H. Grav: You cannot put that
over us.
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Ron. J. J1. HOLMES: I am doing so.
We have heard of the hail that has been
erected at Kojonup at a cost of £;4,000 and
in anticipation of permission being given
to run a picture show to liquxidate the lim-
bility. These people must be given to un-
derstand that they .must not spend money
in that way. They have no power to do so,
and it is the kind of thing that should not
be encouraged. Mr. Gray says that they
should be allowed to run picture shows be-
cause picture shows are profitable. If the
road boards are to take over all, these pro-
hitable entertainments, no enterprising pee-
pie will remain in the town, In large road
board areas, extending over hundreds of
miles, it will be the happy few in the town
who will derive all the benefit from the pic-
ture show.

Ron. W. T. (ILASHEEN: In practically
all country road districts there is a nurn-
ber of little villages, and generally the road
board is situated in the most important of
them. If we giva power to a road hoard to
run a picture show in any little centre, every
other little centre will want a picture shoaw
as well. I have had practical experience
of this. We established a co-operative com-
pany in one centre, and immediately every
other little centre said, "We are shareholders
in the concern, and we want a branch in our
town as well." It meant that at big capital
expenditure we had to establish four branch
services. Luckly, it turned out all right in
the end.

Hon. J. Nicholson: And rates and re-
venue would be used for halls, when they
oukht to be used for the making of roads.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: That is so.
If members knew of the petty little jealous-
ies that obtain in small centres, they would
he very careful about giving these' proposed
powers to road boards.

Hon. G. A. KEMPTON: Speaking on an-
other clause yesterday, Mr. Gray declared
that local authorities frequently mismanage
their affairs. Yet to-nighit he wants them
to have the power to run picture shows and
other entertainments. I know something
about running picture shows. We have in
Geraldton a picture entertainment of whichl
I have been chairman for six years. It is
associated with the soldiers' institute. We
made it pay, only because the whole of the
committee of leading citzens acted as ushers
and did much other honorary work for the
enterprise. Moreover, ours was the only
show of the sort in the town. The work of a

local authority is to look after the affairs
of the district; not to run outside enter-
prises, such as picture shows. That oughit
to be left to outside bodies. This provision
is a mistake.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Sir William
Lathisin agrees that thlis ought to be done,
but be says that somebody cise ought to do
it for the board. Air. tilasheen k-ays the
same. The road board itacif must not ap-
pear on the scene. It is necessary that it
should be done, but not by the road board.
Mr. Hamerslcy's principal argument was
that if we allow the road boards to run pic-
ture shows they will reduce the admission
charges from Lid. to 3d., and will increase
the rates to meet the position. Apparently
the ratepayers living in the town would be
admitted at half price, but the unfortunate
people outback would have to bear double
taxation.

Ron. V. Hanierslcy: And would never see
the picture show.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Holmes
asks what would happen to the town if the
road board were allowed to take over all
profitable enterprises. Other members fear
that the picture shows would result in, gieat
loss. it is difficult to reply to such conflict-
ing arguments. Mr. Glasheen said that if
the board ran a picture show in one centre,
every other centre in the board's area would
'want a picture show also. Suppose the
board were to spend money on a given roadl.
Would pressure then he put upon the board
to spend a similar amount on another road
where, perhaps, it was not necessary? Mr.
Kempton quoted the Geraldton picture show.
I do not think he gave the whole of the
facts. The manager of that show is paid
£8 per'week, and last year the hon. mcmii
himself waited on me with a complaint
against the Taxation Department, deela. ing
that the picture show would lose son1pthing.
like £500 per annum if the taxation were
continued.

Ron. G. A. Kempton: No.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I mray ha

mistaken as to the figures, but I do remember
that unless the tax were remitted, it would
be a tremendous blow to the picture show.
However, so success;ful has that entertain-
meat been that, as a result, the debt on the-
largest soldiers' institute in Westcrn Ans-
trais has been paid off.

Hon. W. T. Glesheen: Has ainy road board
asked for this power?

205
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot say.
if so, I have no record of it. At any rate,
that is not the question.

The CHAIRMAN: For reasons that are
obvious, I have no desire to refer to interjee-
Lions, but I ask members to read Standing
Order 398.

Hon. GI. A. KEMPTON: I am glad the
Minister did not know all the facts about the
soldiers' institute at Geraldton, else he might
have bowled me out. At present we are run-
ning two shows up there for the institute.
We find it difficult, and so we have to pay
a man a good deal of money to run the two
shows. However, as a result we have paid
off the debt. I am not against every enter-
tainment possible for country people, but I
say it is not fair to ask road boards to take
up that work. They are perfectly willing
that committees should do it. It is better
for the boards that they should not have
this added responsibility thrown upon them.

Hon. A. RURVILiL: I should like to
know whether this has been tried before. As
far as I can ascertain, there is no power for
local authorities to take on the responsibili-
ties proposed in the clause. Of course, the
road hoards are not to be forced to run these
picture shows; but under the clause they will
have power to do so. We have no precedent
to show us bow it will act. I will vote against
the clause.

Hon. E. H_ GRAY: It is the proper func-
tion of local authorities to cater for the
amusement of the people. The people who
are running the picture shows in Perth
-would be only too willing to give a good
service to the country districts through the
road boards. 'Mr. Glasheen proposes a po-
licy which means leaving the burden upon
the few energetic people in a country district
to run these shows, but he is not prepared
that the whole of the ratepayers should
shoulder the responsibility. His argument
is illogical and unsouind.

Hon. W. J, MANNf: Very few road boards
would have anything to do with picture
shows, whieh are left to private enterprise.
They could not provide entertainments of
this nature throughout their districts. I am
opposed to the proposition.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority

3. . 5
4

Hon. A. Burrill
Hon. J1. Ewing
Ron. WV. T. Otasheen
Ron. V. Hamsrsley
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Ron. 0. A. Kempion
Hon. Sir W. Lethisin
.Hon. W. J1. Mann

N

Hon. J5. X. Drew
Hon. W. H. Kitson

LYREL
Hc'n. J. Nicholson
HeIn. B. Rose
Hon. A. J5. H. Saw
Hon. H.L A. Stephenson
Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. H. J5. Yetad
HOn. G. W. Miles

(Teller.)

oze.
Han.

Han.

X. Seddon
E. H. Gray

(Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATELAIN: The
proposed new paragraph 27 deals with the
erection of workers' homes~. There is nothing
to prevent employees of boards obtaining
the same concession as other people. I fail
to see why we should give road hoard er.r
ployees, what we are not prepared to give
to others. I Move an amendment-

That proposed paragraph 27 be struck out.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.

member cannot explain how a inoneyless man
could borrow sufficient money to erect a
building on freehold land under the Work-
ers' Homes Act. At present there is great
difficulty in obtaining housing accommoda-
tion in country centres for the employees of
local authorities. What chance would the
secretary of a road board have of putting up
sufficient money to enable him to get a work-
ers' home? Homes on leasehold land are only
built in groups.

Hon. H. STEWVART: As a matter of
curiosity I should like to know whether this
is in accordance with a rcoiiest of the road
boards conference. The "Minister quotes the
decisions of that conference now and again
in order to get something elnrried, but when
we quote them it has no effect

The CHIEF SECRETARY:- This provi-
sion was in the Bill laid bufore the confer-
ence, but it was not commented upon. At
least a dozen requests ha'e been made by
road boards for power to borrow money in
order to erect residences for their secretaries,

Ron. V. HAMERSLEY: if the power i8
thought desirable, it should be restricted to
the building of residences for secretaries,
because road boards have manny employees
year in and year out, but engaged Only tem-
porarily and scattered over %argc nreas. It
might he arguied that these employees should
also be provided with residences, and a lav-
ish outla-y might result. Thist is really work
that should he done by the Workers' Homeo
Board.for
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Hon. A. BURVlLIZ: Tfhis power
asked for by various road board
stonally a board cannot obtain aI
an officer who is particnarly usefi
is not possible to get someone to
home for him at a reasonable pri
granting of the power would prob
to the erection of homes sit re~asonab
and the road boards would not find
sary to use the power. No trouble
enced in obtaining homcs, for empl
side townships. The power wanD
as a safeguard.

Hon. Sir William Latbinin: Em
can erect houses for their seeretar

Ron. E. H. Gray:- No. The hon
is wrong.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Do nott
tions of the Workers' Homes R3oa
to all parts of the Stntse Are
stricted to the metropolitan area?

The Chief Secretary: They ap~
parts of the State.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Then what
is there for this power?

Ron. E. H. Gray: Cenitralisatio.
Hon. 0. WV. MILES- Centralis

been the curse of the blisiness.
homes have been erected only int
politan area.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Four or fivi
homes are now waiting to lie built

Ron. 0. W. MILES: That is
why workers bhrmes shouldl not b
the country.

Amendment pitt, and -i div ision t
the following result-

Ayes
Noes .. -

A tie

Han. V. Hameae
HOD. 3. 3. Hle
Han. Sir W. L~tbitin
HOE. W. J. Mann
Hion. 0. W. Miles

Hon. A. Burvill
Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. 3. EwIng
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. 3. W. Hickey

YES

Tor.

Hon. J, Nmc
Hon. E. Rn:
Hon. H. A. Si
Hon. H. J3'
HoD. G. A.

S.
Ron. W. H.
Han. A. J.1
Hon. H. Se
Hon. H. Sti
Hon. W. T.

The CHAIRMAN: Under Stand
115, as the voting is equal the
passes in the negative.

has been
a. Occa-
home foe
1i, and it
build a

Amendment thus neg-atived.

Clause, as previously amended, agreed to.

Clause 43--Insertion of new section after
Section 160:

ice. The lIon. J. NICHOLSON : I understand that
ably lead an hon. member, referring to this clause,
le prices, sug-gested that it obviously would place un-
it neces- fair burdens upon the onntars of certain

is experi- lands. An owner, the lion, member said,
yees out- might be rated or taxed unduly, or might be,
d operate required to contribute to the cost of drainage

works of no particular benefit to him and
ad hoards, not even desired by hinm. If the clause he
ies now, given effect to, a serious btuden may be ime-
imembeir posed upon some owners whose lands have

been drained. I question whether this is the
be opera- proper way of assessing the value of the
ird appl-y work and -what should be panid by the owner.
they re- Hon. G. W. Miles: T1 the land benefits,

shouldl not the owner pay something?
ply to all Hon. J, NICHOLSON: I do not think

this is the proper way to decide what the
necessity owner should pay. We are baldly giving thi

local authority power to assess such amount
n. as it may think fit.

The Chief Secretary: Read the proviso!I
ation has Ron. J. NICHOLSON: 1 know provision
Workers' is made for a9 dispute going to arbitration.

he etr- Ron. RL H. Gray: Wha~t could be more
fair

ehundred Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Should not the
in Perth, owner of the land ask that the drainage
no reason work be undertaken?
e built in H~on. J. J. Holmes: N, because he mar

desire to block the drainage proposal.
aken with ERon. J1. NTICHOLSON: This may -result

in an injustice to some ewners.
10 Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Will there be no in-
10 justice to others if an owner sits hack and
- lets others ask for the Arsiinaget

0 Hon. J. NICHOLSON-. If a man's. land
- is improved by means of a drainage scheme,

it is reasonable that he sh!ould pay something
Beio towards the work, beeau-;e of the added value

tephenson of his land. The question is;, should he not
Yelland have the right to sa 'y whether the work
Kempton should he carried out or not.

(Teller.) The CHIEF SECRETARY: This ques
lion -was determined lasi year. The sae

Kitson principle was involved in tine Land Drainage
H. Saw Act. It was determined by this House that
d~on

swafl if a man's land benefited as the result of
Glasheen drainage operations, he should contribute

(Teller.) towards the cost of the work. In this in
ing- Order stance there is a procedne laid down that

questior will have to be followed. If the hoard and
the owner cannot come to terms, the qnea
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tion is to be determined by airbitration under
the provisions of the Arbitration Act, 1895.
In proof of the fact that in some instances
the drainage of roads has improved proper-
ties, we have an instance at Bassendean
where the local authorities drained the roads
and the property, owner.- Iave requested the
board to deepen the drains in order to bene-
fit their properties, and those owners are
prepared to pay for the work.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: This has been a

vexed qu~stioo in the South-West for a
long time. The clause as it stands is very
fair indeed. Mr. Nicholson referred only
to the first portion of the clause.
Hon. J. Nicholson. I mentioned the arbi-

tration paragraph.
Hon. J. 3. HOLMES: Yes, when it was

extracted from you! The land has to be
94substantially and permanently increased
in value" by the drainage works undertaken
by the local authority. If the owner and
the local authority cannot agree on the
question whether the land has been in-
creased in value or upon the amount of the
contribution towards the cost that must he
paid by the owner, the difficualty can he ad-
justed by means of arbitration. That is a
very fair provision and should solve the
difficulty. Mr. Gray will bear me out when
I say that at Jandakot and elsewhere there
have been instances of men deliberately
holding up the drainage of the district be-
cause they were not prepared to spend a.
little money.

Hon. A. BIIRVILL: While I agree the
clause is necessary, I intend to move an
amendment.

Hon. J. 3. Holmes: If you favour the
clause, why amend itl

Hon. A. BTJRVILL: I want to safeguard
the position of owners. I move an amend-
muen t-

That in line 11, after ''fit,'' the words ''sub-
ject to Section 8S, Subsection (2), of the Laud
Drainage Act, 1925," be iaserted.

There should be some limit to the rates to
be paid.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:- Irrespective of the in-
creased value of the property!

Hon. A. B1JRVILL: I am in agreement
with the contention that a man, the value
of whose property has been increased be-
cause of drainage works, should pay some-
thing towards the cost of the work, but he
may be rated to such an extent that he may
not he able to pay the impost witbin a
reasonable time. The inclusion of the

amendment will safeguard the interests of
the owner and provide a limit f or the
rating.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: The clause
is probably the most fair and reasonable
that is included in the Bill. If other pro-
visions had been as fair and as lust, we
would not have lost so much time in dis-
cussing them. Every safeguard is provided
for land owners.

The CEUEF SECRETARY: No rate is to
be imposed at all. It is merely a question
as to how much an owner shall contribute
towards the cost. It may be £20 or £30 and
the owner will be given a number of years
within which to pay off the liability.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: In an indirect
way we have already agreed to this prin-
ciple seeing that if a railway is constructed,
the owners of properties in the vicinity
have to pay towards the cost of the work
by means of increased taxation duie to the
augmented unimproved land values. It
has to be borne in mind, however, that
while the drainage of land may improve the
properties from the standpoint of agricul-
tural or horticultural produce, the drainage
may not affect the value of the land if a
man is engaged in some other occupation.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Then he would not
have to pay any more.

lHon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not object to
a man paying for benefits he may receive,
but there is no provision in the clause
giving the owner an opportunity to voice
his objection to the construction of a drain.
Mr. Burvill drew attention to this point
some time ago when we were discussing the
Land Drainage Act. Hle referred to an
instance in the Albany district where the
drainage work had not had the desired
effect, and yet the owners had to pay so
much towards the work.

Hon. A. BIJRVILL: If a man's land is
drained and thereby substantially im-
proved, there should be some limit to the
rate which might be imposed.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Surely the limit should
'be the ratio of the benefit a man receives.

Hon. A. BURVILL: If the Minister can
assure me that there will be a limit, I shall
have no objection to the clause. The case
mentioned by Mir. Nicholson occurred be-
fore the present Drainage Act came into
operation, and it would be too long- a story
to deal wvith it now.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.
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Clause 47--Ainendtuent of Section 196:

Hon1. Sir WILLIAML LA71ilLAIN: The
clause provides; that a discount shall he
allowed on rates paid by the 30th Septem-
her. I desire again to explain the difficul-
ties vonfronting- road boards and to show
that it would lie more equitable to provide
for a discount onl rat". paid within 30 days
of the dlate of posting the rate notice. I
have been interviewed by the representa-
tires of two or three road boards in thle
metropolitan area, who pointed out that
although the road board rear ends on tile
30th June, some of the notices are not
issued by the 30th September. The Perth
Road Board have 14,000 ratepayers, and
the work of comnpiling the rate books and
sending out thle notices is distributed over
a long period. Extra staff is engaged, hut
certain work must be done by the officials,
and that takes a considerable time. If the
amendment were passed all ratepayers
would be on an equal footinag. Another im-
portant -factor is that under the clause, road
boards would receive practically no money
until the 30th September, so they would be
without funds during July, August and
September. 1 move an amendment--

That in paragraph (a) all the words after
"paid" be struck out, and the following in-

serted: :-' 'within thirty days computed from
the date of posting the rate notice. '

Hun. J. .1. HOLIIES: This is another
equitable clause that should 6e allowed to
stand. I have a communication from the
Metropolitan Local Government Association
signed by R. P. Rodriguez, solicitor, For-
rest-place, Perth, and the contents are not
in accordance with fact. It says-

If the Bill remains as it now stands it may
happen that in tome instances the ratepayers
wil aot have the advantage of the reduction,'as it may not be possible for the rate notices
to be sent oat until the 30th day of September.

On the other hand, they can have the ad-
vantage of the reduction. Evidently the
Dnly road hoard that cannot get its notice-s
ant is the Perth Road Board.

Ron. Sir William Lathisin: There are
Claremont and others.

Hon. 3. J. HO1LMFES: Then they can
atpply to the MTinister for exemption. One
advantage of the clause is that road hoard
rate notices; will he brought into line with
Ather rate notices. If a person pays his
water rates on or before the 30th November,
?x4eess is charged at Is. instead of Is. 3d.

C 92]

per tbuuhand gallons. That lixe tie deW,,
and everyone knows it. If we agyree, to the
amendment, one batch of ratepayers will be
expet-ted to pay withi 30) days1 another
batch wvho receive their notices a month later
will hW~e 610 days, and another batch 90
dabs. lhcre is no equity about that.

hon. .1. Nh( HOLSON: To ensure equity,
i:oth sidles must be considered. The re.ad
hoards., to continue their work, must have
money, anid the main source of revenue is
rates. UnTder the Act it is impossible to
Vue rate notices until after the 30th June.
rils tiht earliest the first batch of notices
could N, posted would be in July. Tf we
state that the discount has to be allowed in
respect otf rates paid by the 30th Septetnhe.:,
and if everyone realises on receiving notice
in July or August that they hare until the
end of September to pay, not 10 per cent.
Will jiay their rates until the 30th Septem-
ber. The i-emult of passing the clause as it
is will lie to deprive road boards of a coil-
sideralile part of their revenue and it will
preven: them from carrying on many of
their activities f or at least three months, for
if the ,y do, they will require to commit thcua-
selves to certain obligations to the bank by
borrowing money and having to pay. inter-
est on it so as. to carry' on their works dur-
ing- those three months when practically no-
thing- i-; Coming in.

The C'HIEF SECRETARY: It is evi-
(lent that the lion, member i% not acquaintedi
with thot wishes of the road board becauwe
this particular clause was approved by the
conference. Another important fact is thait
75 per cent. of the road boards do not allow
discount. How then, I ask, is all this finan-
cial chaos to arise?

lion. A. ECRYILL: The clause bas been
inserted to help the road board. I am in
favour of limiting the time to Septembur
because anyone can find out from adver-
tisemnents in the newspapers what his rates
are.

Hon. )l. J. HOLMIES: If members will
look at the principal Act they will find that
it empowers the council to give discount
not exceeding 5 per cent. The clause pro-
vides that if they do give that discount the'y
can only give it on rates paid before the
30th September. This is one of the equit-
able clauses of the Bill.

Hon. E. E. GRAY: T intend to support
the amendment. I have served on aL metro-
politan road board and I knew that what
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Sir William Lathla has said is correct. tion is all the power that he wants. There
It is a fact that the months of July, AuguLst
and September are the three best months for
road making and they are also the months
when there are many unemployed about.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 49--agreed to.

Clause 50-Amendment of Section 213:

Hon. HF. STEWART: I direct at-
tention to the amendment that this clause
makes. There is provision for the
road boards to impose rates on the un-
improved value or with the consent
of the Governor on the annual value.
That has been struck out, as has also the
provision regarding the system of valuation
on the annual value not being adopted
throughout the district. I want to know if
the Minister will kindly give us what infor-
mation he has in support of the change. It
means now that all valuations will he on the
unimproved value except those of Crown
leases, and of leases, licenses and concessions
from the Crown for the cutting of timber
where the rate shall be equal to 5is. per acre.

The CHIEF SECRE TARY: There was
in the original Act provision, with the con-
sent of the Governor, to rate on the annual
value. The intention wvas that it should be
confined to the goldields, but several other
mad boards have taken advantage of it,
which is not considered desirable.

Clause put a nd passed.

Clause 51-agreed to.

Clause 52-Amendment of Section 225:
lon. H. STEWART: The addition we

are asked to make by passing this clause is
unnecessary. Section 225 of the princip~al
Act provides that the Minister may make
any valuation and may require the hoard to
,adopt that valuation, and thle board shall
therreupmon adopt it without alteraftion. On a
previous occasion I pointed out that under
the administration or' the Act, when sub-
sidies were provided, in order to get a sub-
sidy the board had to rate up to 2d. Under
the revaluation of the Commissioner of Tax-
ation values in some areas have increased to
four or five times what they previously were.
Sonic boards, even it they were to rate on
the minimum, would get more revenue than
they need. The power that the Minister has
to require the board to adopt a given valna-

is no necessity to put in this addition, which
is a sort of indication that Parliament de-
sires the iMinister to adopt the valuation of
the Commissioner of Taxation. In one road
board area the board, instead of adopting
the valuation of the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion-which was too high for their needs-
adopted a valuation 25 per cent, lower all
round. That is a sensible thing to do, so
long as it provides sufficient revenue, as by
that means the hoard gets a set of valuations
that are relative to one another. However,
that cart be done without this addition to the
Act, which is rather an encouragement to
adopt valuations unnecessarily high for the
requirements of the board. I will vote
against the clause.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member is not correct in saying the Minister
for Works compelled any board to rate up
to 2d. in the pound.

Hon. H. Stewart: What I said was that
it had been done by administrative act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is an ad-
ministrative act, and has been the practice
for some years. There are road boards that
decline to rate themselves sufficiently high.
Then they come to the Minister and beg for
a subsidy. They are refused, unless they rate
themselves up) to 2d1. in the pound, or justify
a lower rate. A large nmumber of those that
rate themselves too lowv approach the Gov-
ermnent for a subsidy' , thus endeavonring to
place the hurden on the general taxpayer.
Everybody must agree that the rates should
lie levied upon fair valluation. Whilst many
road boards have made fair valuations, o r
alternatively, have adopted those of the Com-
missioner of Taxation, others have not done
so. It may happen that one board adopts
the valuations of tile Coinmisioner of Taxa-
tion, and an adjoining, board strikes a very
,,uch lower rate withlout any justification.
The result is considerable discontent

aogt the ratepayers, those highly rated
wanting to be transferred to the district
where the rates are very much lower. It is
unfair to the board taxing on a1 fair basis to
see its next-door neighibour rated altogether
too low. The clause wrill correct that sort
of thing. In order to secure an equitable
system of taxation, it is necessary that we
should have the clause.

Hon. A. EURVrLL: All road boards
should have a uniform unimproved value.

Hon. V. Hamerslev: What do you call
uniformT
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H1olL -. liL-VILL: Well, as uniform as
itvan be. Thle Taxation Department has pt
a valuation oni all the lands 6f the State. I
doe not say that valuation is entirely uniformn.
If one road board were to take 25 per cent.
off the valuations of the Taxation Depart-
mnent and[ another sio much less, discontent
mtight arie between the diffrenjt tst or
ratepayer.-. The rea.,on wvhy some hoards
have reduved the unimproved value by a
considerable amount is with the object oC
securing a Government subsidy. The elau~e
will make for the smnoother working of local
authorities.

Hon, V. ItAJIEEUSLEY: [a one road
boaord district the Midland Railway land-
were valued on the unimproved basis at 4s.
per ncre, but anyone who wished to Inn-
that land could. not do so for less than tl
an acre. The valuation was therefore low,
but the rate was high. In other eases the
valuation is high and the rate is low. I do
not see how we Cn adopt Wfr. Burvill's
suggestion of a uniform rate. I know of a
case ink which the Taxation Department val-
ued a man's property on the uniproved
basis at £E10 an acre. 11e -was too late to
lodge an aippeal in that year, but in the
second year he appealed to the court, whichi
reduced the value to £4 an acre. In the fol-
lowing year the local authority reinstated
the £10 value, and the owner sold out at £C2
an acre.

Hon. Hf. STEWART: The clause may en-
courage road boards to adopt aL sySteAR Of
valuations, which in many instances would
prove unnecessarily high for the revenue
required. In my opinion there will be no
subsidies for the future, so that there will
he no inducement to boards to endeavour to
secure them. Only a portion of the State
has been revalued by the taxatidn authori-
tie;, but as time goes on there will be har-
mony between the road boards of the State
in the matter of valuations. I object to the
taxation authorities being the valuing au-
thorities, and would also like to see so
simple and effective method of appeal. kl-
though the clause is only permissive, it igiht
,do more harm than zo-d as things are at
present.

Hon. .1. . HOLMTES: There is no neces-
sityv for the lause. Setion 225 of the Act
enables the Minister to cause a valuation
to be made, and he masy require- the board
to adopt such valuation without alteration.
It is now proposed to introduce valuations
by the Taxation Department. These valun-

Clolia ha~ e oeen. lixed kfl a haphazara man nev
in diiferent parts of the State.

The CHIEF SEtH ETARY: Mr. Stewart
.tresses the fact that the valuationi by the
Taxation Department are not complete.
Tlhere wuay be some parts of [lie Stat- where
they hav-e not) 3 ci been mnade, but in eases
where tlitv hai e not been made thevy ctL;d
n~ot be atilptd. It is the latest valuation
that will he adopted.

Iioii. .1. J. tlolivc,: If they inade onIi one
valuatioin, that would be the last.

lion. 11. Stewart: Then' is always- a val-
uation. The work of valuing has been in

f~ure or nrd.
The CHIEF 8EXCIETAElY: -Not toN the

Comiisioner of Taxation.
Hon. UI. Stewart: Yes, by the Commis-

-ilwr of Taxation.
The CHLIEF SECRETARY: The valua-

tions of municipalities hare been adopted by
the Taxation Department. This, however,
plainly refers to valuations by the Commis-
sioner of Taxation. if no valuations have
been made by that officer, they cannot be
adopted by the Minister. There is very little
differvnce bpetween the section in the pria-
cipail Act and this clause, except that the
clause gives an indication of the source
from whiebh the Minister will obtain the val-
LlntioIJs.

11o'. J. J. HOLIMES: Originally all own-
ers were asked to submit particlars of their
prrmerties and to set values upon them.
and the Taxation Department either in-
creased or decreased those values as they
thought lit. In the ease of some lands, that
is the only valuation which has ever been
made. As reg-ards appeal upon re-assess-
ment, sonme people have appealed and have
got their valuations reduced, while others
have not appealed and rmust go on Paying.
Now we say that the board shall make the
first valuation, and that the Minister, if
not satisfied with that valuation, can make
a revaluation, which the board are bound
to accept. Further, we say that'in making
that re-valuiation the 'Minister can accept
the last valuation of the Commissioner of
Taxation. Such a power ought not to be
given under this Bill. If the Minister is
not satisfied with the boaird's valuation, be
should order a valuation to be made, and the
hoard should be bound to accept that valua-
tion.

Eton, H. STEWART: Am. I correct in
saying that there are about 60 road boards
in this State?

t
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The Chief Secretary: Over a hundred.

lion. J. Nicholson: I think 125.

Hqon. H. STEWART- The latest report
of the Commissionei of Taxation state--

Revaluations of 12 road board districts have
been completed during the year, making a pro-
reshive total now completed under the pre-

sent scheme of 29 country road boards.

At that rate it will take about another ten
years to complete the revaluations. That id
the reason why we are not arriving at the
uniformity which Mr. Burvill. stresses. Ac-
cording to the same report of the ComEmis-
sioner of Taxation, in the case of Bruce
Rock the estimated unimproved value of
lands has been raised from £279,000 to
L818,000. If Bruce Rock rated itself at 2d.,
it would have a revenue of 500,000 pence
on the basis of the old valuation, If Bruce
Rock rated itself at 1d. on the basis of the
revaluation, it wond have a revenue of
800,000 reflect representing- an increase of
more than 50 per cent. If something hap-
pened at Bruce Rock and the district were
administered 1)y a commissioner, that officer
wvould most likely accept the valuation of
the Commissioner of Taxation, and if a
revenue of only 500,000 pence were required,
he would raivec one of 800,000 pence. In the
ease of 'Knnunoppin-Trayning the originl
xaluatiovi was £C72,000, and the revahuation
is £9144,000. The position of the 29 boards
whib have been revalued is not comparabic;
with the po-iition of' thne hoards which have
not been revalued. That is one reason why
I regard this provision as undesirable a t
present. It is also undesirable on the prin-
ciple that the person who is the taxing au,
tborit v-in this case the Commissioner of
Taxation-should not be the valuing au-
thority. A Federal Royal Commission hav.i
laid down that principle in a report.

Clause put and negatived.

Clause 53-Repeal of Section 233 and
snlbstitution of new section:

Hoa. J1. NICHOLSON: There is a great
disparity between the maximum rate fixed
In- SubseIction 2 of proposed Section 21.13
$%nd that provided by the original Act.

Hlon. E. H. Gray: There is a big differ-
vure between the value of money then and
the value of money now.

Efon. J. NICHOLSON: But there is also
a big difference in the valuationso placed
ujpon the lands. Ti this ease there is not
only a big increase in the valuations, but

also a big increase in the rating. Take a
block of land with an unimproved value of
£100, and say that the metropolitan maxi-
mum of 0d. was allowed, This would mean
a rate of £3 1s. If the annual value,
which has been wiped out, were to obtain,
the maximuim at which that block could ha
rated would be 2s. in the pound on the an-
nual value. Tbe block of laud being worth
£100, its annual value would be £5, and thus
the rate of 2g. wouild only represent an
assessment of 10s. We all know that lands
have increased largely in value-to double
or more. If we increase the maximum rate
to 9d., as proposed, and add to that the land
tax, the health rate, and other burdens, all
upon an increasing valuation, we see that
the ownership of land is likely to become a
serious burden. It has been suggested to
me that a matximumi of Gd. is more thai,
adequate for all the needs of any local au-
thority managing and controlling its affairs
properly.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Where did you get
that information from V

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Prom one of the
local authorities. 1 move an amendment-

That in line eight of proposed Subsection
(2),' the word "ninepenee" be struck out, and
"isixpence'' inserted in lieu.

Hon. E. H. CRAY: I hope the amend-
meat will not be agreed to. At Nedlands
for instance, the peole wished to see their
district progress and they rated thereselve.
to the full extent of Gd.

Hion. J. Nicholson: Have not land values
there increased?7

Hoa. E. U. GRAY: In isolated instances:
near the river, values may have more than
doubled, but in other lparts they have not
gone up by 30 per cent. We shouild not im-
powe n bar ngniust people taking any such
action.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The pro-
vISion complained of apliis only in the
metropolitant area and even then is not man-
datory. It merely provides the power, and
specifies the maximum rate. Local authori-
ties may not rate to the full extent, but will
impose a rate according to the requirements.
We have received requests for increasedl
Powers aithouzh the sumn has not been stipu-
lated.

Hon. A. BURVILL: It is reasonable thia
the local authorities shall be allowed to in-
crease their rates if they desire. The pro-
vision is; not compulsory. If a hoard re-
quires more funds it should be enabled to
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;trike an increased rate. Ifthie actions of
he hoard do not meet with the approval of
he ratepayers, the latter have the matter in
heir own hands.

The CHAIRMlAN: I siuggcst that th*
itencdmwent be moved in a different form
leenuse the striking out of 4ld. and insertion
of 6d. will marchy mean redundancy. I sag-
rest that the amendment be withdrawn and
mother amendment moved to strike out the
vords "in any such rural district" in line 5.

Iron. J. NICHOLSON: I do not desire to
)rolong the discussion, Representations
vere made to me by local authorities that
hey did not desire these powers;. I ask leave
o withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. J. NI CHOLS ON: I move an amend-
nent-

That in line five of Subelause (2), the words
'in any such rural district" be struck -out.

Amendment put aind isegatiyed.

Clause put and passed.

New clause:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: IL move-
That a new clause, to stand as Clause 57, be

aserted, ns follows-" Section 243 of the
rincipal Act is hereby amended by the addi-
ion of a proviso, as follows:--'Provided that
o aippeal shall be made to the council on the
round mentioned in paragraph (1) of the
Lst preceding section when the valuation has
ten made or caused to be made by the Min-
iter, but the appeal io that case, shall be made
n the Local Court only.' "

ion. Fr. STEWART: We have already
eleted Clause -52 which dealt with valna-
ions. Will the Minister -reconsider the
di-isahilitv of proceeding with the new
mauseV
The CHIEF SECRETAR1Y : Most cot-

iiinly I intend to proceed with it. The
linister may he forced to make a valuation
wVin~r to an unfair and rotten valuation
iade by a hoard.
Hon. H. Stewart: That is a reflection

pan the boards!
The CHIEF SECRETARY: It has oc,-

uirred. In that event, should the Minister,
rho has been forced to make a valuation
ecause of the unsatisfactory one fixedi by
bje board, have to appeal to tbe board I
'ertainly the appeal should be to the local
aurt.
lion. H. STEWART: The point at, issue

isy be merely a dispute.

Hon. J. J. Holmnes :I think you had
better let the Crown Law Department have
a look at this new clause.

Roil. TI. STEWVART: If the hon. member
will allow wre to look, at it for a moment, I
will be able to give a sensible decision. I
do not like making it necessary for a tax-
payer to he compelled to go to the local
court. I would prefer permitting him to
present his case to the Minister. It may
impose an unidue hardship in the outback
areas, should the Minister make a valua-
tion, to force the ratepayer to go to the
local court.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Mir. Stewart said
he would not object if the appeal was to
the Minister and not to the court. So far
as I can see there is nothing to prevent a
taxpayer from appealing to the Minister.
The Chief Secreta-ry has pointed out the
absurdity of the Minister having to over-
ride the board and of the ratepayer then
having tihe right to go to the board with,
an appeal. The taxpayer may go to the
Mlinister first and, if he cannot get redress,
he may go to the local court.

Hon. H. STEWART: I move an amend-
met-

That aftcr ''the,'' in rmne five of the pro-
viso, the words ''Minister or the'' he in-
inserted.

The CRIEF SECR3ETARY: I hope the
amendment will not be carried because it
would mean giving thousands of ratepayers
a statuitory right to appeal to the Minister.
They would appeal, aind the Minister would
have to give the matter personal attention.
If the Minister were converted into a court
of appeal against his own decisions, a con-
siderable amount of his time would be oecu-
pied.

Hon. H. Stewart: Does he make valua-
tions for the whole of the State!

The CHIE SECRETARY: Often I have
to consider appeals against my own deci-
sions when fresh evidence is submitted, and
that duty occupies a considerable amount
of time. Think what it would mean if rate-
payers generally could appeal to the Min-
ister.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You would have to
alppoint a new Minister.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Three new
Ministers would he required for the pur-
pose.

Amendment put and negatived.
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Now clause put and passed.

Bill again repQrtcd with f urther amend-
meats.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
1, Lake Brown - Bullfinch Railway.

2, Government Railways Act Amendment.
Received from the Assembly.

BILL-WIRE AND? WIRE NETTIWG.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.

BiLL-STATZ INSURANCE.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had disagreed to the
amendments wade by the Council.

House adjourned at 10.43 p.m.

Thursday, 2nd December, 1926.

Question: Fit drinks
Femnantle Police, motor. ........
Premantle traffice bridge................
Fremntle Railway bridge

silb: Univerelty Colleges, IA. .. ..

rin, £4 i70 OW0 IR..................
evermt*"t &huliys ASt Amendmen~t, ft.

lake Brown-Bllulflach Railway SR......
'Wire and Wire Netting, Counils amendment
Land Act Amendment, 2a.......... ...
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
-p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-FRUIT DRINKS.
MA-r. SAMAPSON asked the Honorary 2

inter (lion. S. VW. M3urbie): 1, Is hie aw
that so-called fruit drinks are being sold
Perth without any guarantee or hratew
being provided that the driniks art- .etu&
made from or flavoured with fruit? 2, V
he take steps to ensure that diinks so s
are analysed and that in accordance wtith
Pure Foods Act the contents and flavourii
are clearly- stated nn the containers?

Hon. S. WV. MUN SIE replied: 1, Actiox
taken by the loeal'health aiuthorities to
that all dvinks comply with the provisii
of the food and drug regulations and tC
they arc labelled in accordance wvith the
qutrements of such reguLlations. 2, Samp
are analysed from time to time as conside]
advisable.

QUESTION-POLICE MOTOR,
FREMANTLE.

Mr. SLEE1AN asked the Minister I
Police: 1, Is it the intention of the depa
meat to provide the Fremantle police wj
a motor conveyance during- the summer
that they can effectively deal with motori
infringing the traffic laws? 2, If not, w
not?

The Mi1NISTER. FOR POLICE replie
I. and 2, No. The arrangements with -rega
to motor vehicles are made taking the wlu
metropolitan area into consideration.

QUESTION-TRArflIO BRIDGE,
FREMANTLE.

Mr. SLEEALMN asked the Minister f
Works: 1, What amount has been spent
the Fremnantle traffi bridge during the ]a
three years? 2, What amount is estimato
to be spent per year on the bridge until
new one is provided?

The MIN'ISTER FOR LANDS (for ti
M.Ninister for Works) replied: 1, £1,649 10
2, Approximately £4,000 for re-dheekiug, at
£C2,000 on the underatrueture this. year an
£500 per annum thereafter.

QUESTION-RAILWAY BUIDGE,
FREXANTLE.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Mfinister ft
Railways: 1, Whst is the total amount thE
baa been spent on the Fremantle railwa
bridge from the 1st July, 19267 2, Whi


